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HE example of all ages has ſhewn 
us, that while the ambitious and the 


turbulent have been ever defirous of in- 
novation, and anxious to forward their 
own power and intereſt by every mean 
within their reach, the virtuous and 
the peaceful citizen has been ſlowly 
animated to a defence even of his own 
rights,” and an oppoſition to thoſe vio- 
lent ſpirits who wiſh to overturn them; 
and it has ſeldom happened, till they are 
rouſed by repeated attacks, or alarmed 
by the threats of immediate danger, 
that the friends of good order (without 
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which no real liberty can exiſt) have 
been tempted to exert themſelves againſt 
the efforts of their inſidious and perſe- 


vering enemies, 


But if this is true of mankind in 
general, how much more is it applicable 
to you whom I now addreſs. Holding, . 
from conſcientious motives, thoſe objects 
as impious which the reſt of the world 
look up to with eager expectation, and 
forbidden to uſe force in defence of your- 
ſelves, how neceſſary is it for you to em- 
ploy thoſe peaceful methods which your 
religion does authoriſe toggmpoſe a mea- 
ſure which muſt diſturb that quiet you 
now enjoy; and by the peaceful, but firm, 
exerciſe of thoſe rights which the law of 
England gives you, and which are ſanc- 
tioned, even by your own ſtrict conſtruc- 
tion of the goſpel of Chriſt, to endeavour 
to oppoſe the ambitious purpoſes of thoſe 


ſets who; not content with toleration 


them- 


3 
ſelves in the moſt * unlimited degree, are 
trying to eſtabliſh their own power on 
principles that muſt ſubje& you to op- 
preſſion and perſecution, 


* 


I need not hint to you the great lenity 
with which your tenets have been treated 
by the preſent eſtabliſhment; or remind 
you how much our laws have reſpected 
your religious ſcruples, by even altering 
the forms of juſtice in your favour ; ſince 
your mild and peaceable demeanour, as 
citizens, ſhews you are not forgetful of 


the favour you have received, and the 


unimpeached fidelity of your judicial teſ-” 


timony ſhews, you have merited that con- 
fidence which was placed in your truth 
and integrity. 


* I believe it will be difficult in any country to 
find a toleration equal to that experienced by, 
every ſect of proteſtant diſſenters in this. Every 
place of their religious worſhip is equally protected 
with the nat church ; the ſame penalty that 


would be incurred by inſulting an Archbiſhop in | 


his metropolitan cathedral,..would be incurred by 
inſulting a preacher in a diſſenting meeting-houſe. 
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But theſe indulgencies, however juſt 
and reaſonable they may be, which you 
now enjoy as a conſequence of the unli- 
mited toleration, congenial with the mild 
doctrines of the church of England, and 
the free ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
can never be granted, if thoſe principles 
are granted on which the other diſſenters 


found their right of a participation in offi- 


ces of power, of truſt and of emolument, 
with the members of the eſtabliſhed 
church. The foundation on which they 
ground their claim to ſuch a participation, 
is this, that religious opinions have no 
connection with civil or political affairs; 
and whatever ſingularities a man may 
have, not only in his. private ſentiments, 
but in the exterior acts of devotion; and 
however he may find himſelf obliged to 
ſeparate himſelf from the religious or 
civil forms preſcribed in any caſe by 
the laws of his country; he has ſtill a 
perfect unalienable claim to the exerciſe 


of 


t FI 
of every public truſt, though he is abſo- 
lately incapable of giving that ſecurity 
for its due diſcharge, which hitherto 
mankind (in their idea it ſeems errone- 
ouſly) have thought themſelves juſtified 
in demanding of thoſe whom they employ 
in any public concern, or to whom they 
confide any part of the public welfare. 


Let us now examine this doctrine, 
and ſee how far, if it is eſtabliſhed, you 
will be affected by it. In the caſe of Allen 
Evans it was obſerved from the bench, 
that immunity from ſerving ſome offices 
counterbalances the inability of ſerving. 
others. Indeed this is ſo obvious, that 
places of emolument are not more eager- 
ly ſought after, than places of trouble 
are avoided. Every one converſant in 


provincial affairs knows, that as much 
ſolicitation is uſed to be exengrted ſerving 
as a juryman or a conſtable, as to be ap- 
pointed an aſſeſſor of the land- tax, or an 

exciſe- 
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exciſeman, and an incapacity for either 
is always pleaded as a valuable privilege; - 
while, in the higher ranks, as much pains 
and as much intereſt are often exerted 
to be excuſed from ſerving the office of 
high ſheriff, as to attain that ſummit of 
provincial ambition, the repreſentation 
of a county; and perſons have been cal- 
led to the bar, and have accepted com- 
miſſions in the militia, for the ſole pur- 
poſe of being exempted from it. And 
this conſideration, were I to enter at large 
into the ſubje&, would appear a full con- 
futation of the notion, that any diſgrace 
is incurred by the preſent precluſion of 
the diſſenters; ſince people are anxious 
to prove their incapacity to.diſcharge a 
duty on which the property and the lives 
of their fellow- ſubjects depend: and an 
exemption from the honor, together 
with the trouble and expence of filling 
the higheſt · executive office in their 


county, is held out as an advantage to 
the 


1 1 

the profeſſors of the law, and the officers 
of the only permanent and conſtitutional 
force of the country. But it is not my 
deſign now to examine the general queſ- 
tion of the Teſt Act. I only mean to 
| ſhew how far you in particular will be 
affected by its repeal, 


The Proteſtant Diſſenters, who are ſo 
anxious to attain this point, are no doubt 
well aware of the circumſtances I have 
mentioned. As they are not of that de- 
ſeription of men who act without a due 
regard to their own intereſt, they are 
certainly well apprized of the advantages 
and diſadvantages of immunity and diſ- 
ability; and, after well weighing one 
againſt the other, are perfectly ready to 
be liable to the burthen of one kind of 
office, that they may enjoy the influence” 
and the emoluments attendant on the 
other. But you are in a very different 
predicament, - You have no ſuch balance 

to 
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to ſtrike. Offices of honor and profit, 
are equally burthenſome to you with 
thoſe of trouble and expence; and the 
compulſion to ſerve one can never be 
compenſated by an equally difagreeable 
compulfion, according to your religious 
principles, to accept the other; ſince an 
exemption, or, if you will, an excluſion 
from both, is the greateſt favor you can 
receive from any government under 


which you live. 


If then the principles laid down by 
the other diſſenters are true, that no re- 
ligious opinions, manifeſted by any out- 
ward act, ought to preclude men from 
being employed by the community in 
offices of truſt; though @ refuſal to give 
that ſecurity, which the community 
chooſes to exact for a due and conſcien- 
tious diſcharge of their duty, makes a 
part of their religious principles: The 
door of civil and military employment 

will 


P 
will certainly be open to you; and on 
the fair grounds, that all who are elęgi- 
ble to offices of emolument ſhould be 
liable to accept offices of expence, and 
that no man who 1s eligible to either, has 
a right to refuſe them, you will be com- 
pelled to enter; and the greateſt fayor 
you can expect, will be a permiſſion to 
commute, for a pecuniary fine, the ob- 
ligation of perſonal ſervice, when you 
are legally nominated to any public 
duty. And this will fall particularly 
hard on you; for even to ſubmit to ſuch 
pecuniary commutation, is contrary to 
the ſtrictneſs of your religious opinions; 
and you often ſuffer yourſelves to be 
compelled by a legal proceſs, before you 
will comply: A mode of proceed- 
ing generally performed with the greateſt 
delicacy, but which is liable to be made 
an engine of great oppreſſion ; and, in 
its mildeſt form, is what every lover of 
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civil liberty, or domeſtic quiet, would be 
ſorry to ſee multiplied. You will alſo 
lie under another particular hardſhip ; 
all legal power being in the hands of 
others, the nomination to office will fall 


to thoſe who, without a with to perſecute, 


will be rather inclinable to favor their 


own friends, I ſay, even if they have 
not the wiſh to perſecute; but that even 


ſuch a wiſh may not ſometimes prevail, 


ho, that knows any thing of the hiftory 


of mankind, will venture to pronounce ; 
and if ever the caſe ſhould happen, that 


pecuniary commutation would be more 


convenient than perſonal ſervice, men 
will be too apt to fix on thoſe who, 
from their incapability of one, will be 
compelled to have recourſe to the 
other. 


If theſe conſequences are to be feared 
from the Diſſenters carrying that point 
they have ſo much at heart, the repeal of 


the 
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the Corporation and Teſt Acts, it is ſure- 


ly a duty you owe to yourſelves and 
your poſterity, who will moſt likely 'be 
in general of the ſame religious perſua- 
ſion, to avert them as much as poſhble, 
by exerting every power the conſtitution 
inveſts you with, and your own religt- 
ous opinions do not condemn; and par- 
ticularly to make uſe of the right of 
electing repreſentatives which the law 
allows you, and your extenſive property 
gives you in no ſmall degree, in ſuch a 
manner, that thoſe men may be the ob- 
Jes of your choice, who will not ſacri- 
fice the tranquillity of ſociety to the am- 
bitious deſigns: of a few ſectaries, who, 
while they boaſt of having the praiſes 
of God in their mouth, are defirous of 


holding a two-edged ſword in their 


hand; and who, while they reſiſt the 
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enjoy 


forts of thoſe who are ſo anxious to 
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14 ] 
enjoy the frifits of temporal dominion, 
will be ſtudious to preſerve to you the 
indulgencies which now you enjoy under 


a free and general toleration. 


